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THE INSTALLATION OF THE EGYPTIAN NAGID 1 . 

vtn w»ann(a) natjo vasr> w ^abo nvo S>jn ^jj nsinb vfoe . . . 
pnaa enp Dy w by '•n taTibtf nana Turni ra"oya ncn m ^b^n 
naniD mma nap nos 'nna "a batty b wot? nt?K3i D^ycni D^nn 
taTibx « '•a iNi 'a '•odd wc biDyi dwd nayo ba nan npa wai 
\nini ''a Dy n>n 'nbx taan nan ^ na niyb nynb CHiob pt?b ^ jna 
pan nab tDn "jbo laabo t<b '•a npnx mo lyni • wn to tin 
ton «b Dai ■nnx « nya -irey nt vwaa n^aa m&n "wwi inbKnoD 
inoa'a niya n^aa nana man D^aw vaabD dn '•a i»pa Taa ^atop *ub 
trto bnan nto 'nidh ()3K) WDa laswa bnn lata mba nm 13 
nnx[n] 'a ny inbe>D» )ian pan nya* ba D'aia vbx b^e* ba nvba 
ib>n D'bnan tat?a de> ib nie>yb obm 11 rab nsboo naiPton nbe>Don 
^y menon nn nnbx nxbrn awn nvnoi nnpn may '•atop p«3 
ny « "»aa^ nvnb Taa nva pxa 'a barw bs iyT"i 'am ba bwo vw 
bsi lanax ib>k nbian b*o laaviK jvena mnx « nya -wiy 'ok "oi dbiy 
witwa nytrai jdk vibta n^prnno labiai iniabo D3K> nnn d^ns banty 
vbu\ mm sa nxab ln-wo pan ram px na^ two laaina Dai Don' 1 
ybD by np^i nna nds by warn TntPD vnma p»iN3 nyDi ron n« 
DDiai Dpbn nao nn tanpn^i * nay nbna mi nrs jaia 'ban ■ww 
my dsoibn Dibs? twb nnns *>a ib« hnti tan not? mmi ion nai 
cd ha* 1 n3E>n nno b ibba tana ib'n n^n pon w npnb pnsn 

1 The Nagid referred to is probably Samuel ben Paltiel, and we may 
supplement Dr. Lazarus' pedigree of the Eesehgolas in the ninth volume 
of Briill's Jahrbucher, by naming on p. 117 Judah's son Chisdai III, and 
inserting between XVI and XVII Chisdai's son Daniel as the seventeenth 
Prince of the Arab period. Chisdai II ruled about 865 to 890, and is 
obviously too early either for Sambari or my documents. Sambari 
mentions (Neubauer, Mediaeval Chronicles, I. 123) yet another Keschgelutha 
Chisdai as having been in 1160 teacher of the famous David Alroy. 
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*jmn wi*ik ba [Mrb&] nn« :m ye* px idsn ny nnaoi d* iy 
.naits>o "wo^na ia*iy yan ntn anan wnbixa 
nima iTdid nyaea xinn ova xxai onso px nwina yai» iibnb . . . 
^ nainan m-^oa nimb iitj> ^y niaa naiysm psa nann -viayni 
dk>3 anaa "isj>n [anan jatfna] k-ijw v i , aa by naion « i»a ^abo nxo 
najn [^dd niraan] may mbab m jnaro [Dnso px] nytya ibon 
tpbnan D^a dk> *b nwyb nnn ww nnn wiabo nnn -icn btnw ba 
vaabo *b nana -con nnnx mmim n^aa DK>a T>aaa nmbi pxa new 
nope? onxD pxi ^x-ib'*' ba •a ino^i vn '•c ba isnna enn 'no 
ma* *«b jyob *aaa toy n*aa ion '•a mix Dnoi^n j&ren «ay p iy-m 
T^ni vn '•D' 1 ba nbx i*r>a « fan '•a own ba wab noiy cs»n in*a» 
D*»ray ntn oma ib pbn pa * TTKnh mm b^anb "raao ie>aa nx 
DWia ntn mvron waa nwpn immb rnyn new nnn bbt? pbn 
■•by bxtcnb **raa by rovn nw nman mi bnm Ntra can Ntani naoa 
Niabi nxsh T.bon bavia meyb na *a»0Nni noy by MToyni u pmni 
oaoKi • iaawa niatai [^aa man] onrna babi arisen bab [vaab] 
n^ND -ina bboon empn ianao nan »av psa [rreab] na 11 "oixab 
niaixan -p nnvi ^aa mro mabon -v ^ npnnn xb fobm mv 
nm 11 p nanxo nnsbaa -itw Taj nani*b n^a rnw moNOi npmo 
maiao ^y ^n mcon jaw aom n^nn mahan T 1 ^ |3B> ^a «n aitaij 
ca niatan nyi by ncaoni na isdnd ba nnnx niaixan T 1 nxai 
i!? late' id nw • wwi i»nan nvy K^an nsv nwax « Dyo nsr 
jia* laaixa mv ie'n bi • na nbrwb in* ^ wv *» i>a na>N imiax 

nw loan bin ^y * tvnb 

. . . May God requite this to me and to my father the Nagid, 
my teacher, whose place I filled aforetime on several occasions, 
ofttime discoursing of the word of the living God to the heads 
of the holy people on high days and festivals. And when Israel 
heard that I gave goodly words of the law which is our heritage, 
and that I could make clear that which was hidden and difficult, 
then they had reverence for me, for they saw that the Lord had 
given me the tongue of the learned that I should know how to sustain 
by a word him that is weary. Moreover, my God was with my mouth, 
and did teach me what to speak. 

Now know ye the measure of God's kindness to me. Not alone did 
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the Caliph, our gracious king, may his dominion be exalted, cause me 
to inherit the post of Nagid, and declared, "This is the man who 
shall rule over the people second to me." Nor hath he alone 
entitled me Nagid over his people, but before his time, many 
years ago, in the days of my (father the) Nagid, while he yet lived 
and the spirit of the Lord was in him, I began to be called the crown 
of princes by our Nasi and prince (Daniel ibn) Chisdai, the Great 
Prince, Head of the Captivity of all Israel, to whom all faces turn 
from all corners of the earth, may his dominion be established, until 
kingdom come to the daughter of Jerusalem as of yore, and may his 
name be as the name of the great ones of the earth. And from that 
day onward, the spirit of dominion hath flourished in me, and all my 
ways have prospered, and all Israel knew that the house of my (father 
the) Nagid is sure to be before the Lord for ever, and that I do 
rule the people of the Lord after him, with the sanction of our 
lord the Resh Golah, under whose rule we and all Israel come. 
We all remaining faithful to the God of truth, and to the Nasi, 
exalted be he. 

Moreover, our lord the Rosh Jesheeba of the Pleasant Land— may 
his rule continue !— followed his example and confirmed his words, 
and by his office lent support to mine, and confirmed me on the 
Nagid's throne, and established my dominion on a rock, and guided 
my footsteps. This is the inheritance of the servants of the Lord and 
their righteousness, and this the cup of their reward. For thus saith 
the Singer, "Mark the simple man and watch the upright, for the 
end of that man shall be peace 1 ." 

To you, ye righteous congregation, in whom is found every- 
thing that is good and worthy of praise. May peace increase from 
sea to sea, and from the river to the ends of the earth. May 
God's salvation be great ! 

After we had sent this letter to our lords, our brethren there 
reached us from them an excellent letter of appointment. 

. . . [The Caliph appointed runners] to go before me through the 
streets of the land of Egypt, and on that day we went out with 
a mighty procession of horses, and there was a sound of gladness 
throughout the land, and the little girls stood on the wall to see the 
state which had been granted me of my king, according to the hand 
of the Lord as it had been good to my father the Nagid, (and a copy 
of the mandate) which had been written in the name of the king 
was read out in the gates (of the land of Egypt), and the law was 
proclaimed that the (dignity of Nagid) should not pass away from 
me, and that all Israel under his dominion should come under my 

1 Or, " There is a future to the man of peace." 
VOL. IX. 3 B 
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rule ; and he commanded that I was to have a name as the name 
of great ones who are in the land, and was to hold dominion as Nagid 1 
even as did my father the Nagid, and for my diet there was a con- 
tinual diet to be given me of the king, month by month, all the days 
of his life. And all Israel rejoiced in me, and the land of Egypt was 
quiet. Then the poor sheep that watched me knew that the grace 
bestowed on my father the Nagid was a blessing unto me continually, 
in order that there should not be cut off from his house a man to 
stand before him all the days ; for (the Torah) the pleasure of the Lord 
prospered in his hand all the days of his life, and verily he gave up 
his soul to magnify the Law, and to adorn it. Thus did he divide him 
a portion with the great, and with the strong he divided the spoil, 
because he has poured out his pure soul unto death for his holy Law, 
and he was numbered with the transgressors, and he bare the sin 
of many. And the spirit of princedom (Nagiduth) which was upon 
my (father the) Nagid hath begun to come upon me, and it hath 
waxed strong within me, and hath caused me to stand firm, and it 
hath strengthened me, and enabled me to stand within the Caliph's 
Palace, and to go out and come in before him, for all the needs 
of Israel and for all their affairs. [All this I owe to the merit of my 
father the Nagid] and the merit of the Gaon. 

And as regards the Gaon of the Pleasant Land, may his rule be 
established, behold his letter, which speaks clearly for itself, shows 
that even had the Caliph not confirmed me in my office of Nagid, the 
Gaon would nevertheless have lent me support and strength because 
of his love for my father, which wondrously exceeded even that of 
Jonathan for David 2 . How much the more so, now that the Caliph's 
own hand hath turned the wheel of dominion toward me in all 
due form, and the Gaon's authority hath followed his, in all its 
strength, and hath agreed with the royal decision. This also cometh 
from the Lord of hosts, who is wonderful in counsel and excellent 
in working. Happy is he that rejoiceth in the blessing of a good 
father. Happy he who hath that on which he can be sustained. 
All that the Gaon, may he live for ever ! hath commanded me and 
the wise men of the law [shall surely be performed]. 

E. N. Adlee. 

1 A play upon words, cp. " domineer " and " dominate." 

2 The Hebrew text is here somewhat difficult and perhaps corrupt. 



